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Maria and her two children, Matthew, then age 9 and Emely, age 6, came to 

DeKalb County Community Services in 2004 to receive security deposit help to move to 

their new home in DeKalb. They had been living with others and Maria had received her 

Section 8 certificate and could move to affordable housing. She was working part time as 

a secretary and attending school part time.  

 DeKalb County Community Services has provided this family many different 

services over the past five years that have been instrumental in assisting them to achieve 

self-sufficiency. In addition to her security deposit to end homelessness, we assisted her 

in paying for her education through the Community Services Block Grant Scholarship 

program and also have helped her with financial assistance toward utilities when she was 

short one month. 

 Maria attended NIU after she completed her 2-year degree at Kishwaukee College 

and will complete her 4-year degree in Social Services with a minor in Latino Studies, in 

December of 2009. During her time as a student, she was successfully awarded several 

scholarships to help with educational expenses. She also completed a successful 

internship at DeKalb County Community Services where she assisted many clients with 

her social service skills and bi-lingual capabilities. 

 After she completes her education, she plans to obtain a full time bilingual social 

services position to help others in the community who have had experiences similar to 

her own. When discussing the Family of Distinction nomination, Maria stated she felt it 

was an honor to be considered a Family of Distinction. She feels that working with 

DCCS gave her many opportunities to meet people and learn from them. She believes 

that maybe by making her own personal changes, she can help others to see that 

achieving their goals is possible.  


